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So almost half the people who will

As an organizer and director of a field office ~~ job is to
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I, PAULI::O PACIECO, her-eb:' decl3.re:

I Ny busL.l.ess address is 617 H. }lain St., Sa."1.ta Earia, California.

l!For the past 6 years I have ';lorked as an organiZ3i1 and direCtor of the

13a..'1t.a J:·faria office 0: the United Farm lrlorkers. The area I cover inclu.des

I Santa ~!aria, Loopoc, Guadalupe and Arroyo Grande.

II
il .
I.
\pelp fa~iorkers resolve their problems. I have foun~ that the only

II
,:,,0.7 Cl"'.a can ta1';< of problems is in face-iJO-face contact. For ;till.s
p

ireason it is important to have access to workers in the fields;

i~~thout that it is impossible to contact them.

" In this area there are many different crops; brocolli, cauliflowe~,
II
!i
l~ettuce, stra.....berries, potatoes, chilli, carrots, bea.1s, cabbage, ler::ons"
I'
"

:rvocados, grapes, and others. Most companies only grow i or 2 different

ibrops ar.d hire a work force only as long as the harrest continues •
II

Jponati for example only grO\'1s chilis. Their peak occurs i..'1 November

Q'han a~ost the entire croo is harvested. The rest of the year onl~II. J

it fe',o( people work in planing, thinning and irrigating. All the ...,ork of

IrontactL~6 a great number of workers must be done in a ve~ short

If'n0unt of t:L"Zle. Furthermore, each year there is approximately a 50~

!I
;cUl'nover L"1. the Donati work force.
,I

;I
~ork at Donati this November '.-rill be new. So an Lutial step to

II akin t D t" h ~. ld b!spe g 0 any ona ~ worker ~s access to t e l~e 3, ecause ~~~7

11
ff th0 workers themselves don't knO'/f who the other worke!"s are.
I,
,I
~UthoU6h house visits are a good means of speaking i.."1.div"idually to
III!
110.:-kers, "fie can I t make any until we knO'/f who the 1'10 rke rs are ~"ld ',,,he re
1I
!Iu. ..~ney live.

'L"1 this area, there are approximately 1000 workers ~"ho liVe

year round and work,at diffe!"ent com~"1.ies when there is work.
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Th3re are an additional 1000 -- 2200 far~iorkers who are here only

from April to Hay 'tiho 'Nork J11.a.i.nly in the stra'"barry harvest. This

infl'll.\: of i~-orkers plus many Horkers that are here year rO"U."1d live

mainly in camps or on grower property. At the camps, most growers have

hired sec~ity guards to prevent organizers from enterL"1g. £iany times

the C~? at~osphere is no less intimidating than that of the fields.

The sa.;r.e supervisors '..~ho can hire and fire are ar01,lIld, and there is.

~o l~t~.p of the p~essur~ on ~he workers to s~ay in favor with the

grower.

Yet for organizing purposes, face-to-face contact is essential.

A1Jnost no workers underscand or read English newspapers. The onljr

Spanish n~wspaper received here is La O~L~on, but it is published

in Los Angeles, distributed state-wide and doesn't carry local

events. P~o ads are no better a solution. They are costly,

discussions which involve questions a"1d an~~rs are L~possible,

explanations must be limit.ed to a few seconds of time, and besides

that, ~ost workers don't carry radios in the fields.

Other traditionaly means of contactL"15 Norkers SUCR as

mailings dont' work here either. There are too fSH people with

permanent addresses to make this an effective form of co~unication,

and those workers themselves follow different harvests, ~"1d are

continually changing companies. For the seasonal workers, the

turnover is high, and quite often after 2 conths when the harvest is

over, t~e workers are ·gone.

For these reasons, we have found that the o~y effective-

means of contacting workers is directly at the \~rk site.

I declare undar penalty of perj~-y that tae foregoing is tr~e

and correct. Executed at Santa Haria California on August 23, 1975.
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